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Attacks on European welfare states
and the tasks of Wor ker-communism

by Nadia Mahmood

This article looks at issues related to
the welfare state in Britain (one of the capital -
ist states where social welfare is being wound
back), the response of workers and sudents
to this attack and the role of Iragi Worker-
communists in defending social gains.

The welfare state in Britain, as is
also the case in many other capitalist countries in the Northern
Hemisphere, is under a new attack. For the past 65 years (i.e.
since social welfare reforms came into existence) every time
there has been an economic crisisin capitalism there has been an
attempt by governments to wipe out these reforms.

The welfare state is a goal that many millions in the
Middle Eagt and in the other parts of the world dream of achiev-
ing. It ensures free health services, some level of affordable ac-
commodation, pensions for senior citizens and the disabled, free
compulsory state education where a culture of free thought and
expression is encouraged and punishment is banned and there
are laws which allow the authorities to intervene in family af-
fairsto protect the weakest (children and women) physically and
economically.

Citizens in the Middle East and many other parts of the
world do not enjoy these and many other re ated benefits, there-
fore gaining them isthe dream of the vast mgjority.

Social welfare is one of the things which attracts mil-
lions of people from around the world to these countries. In the
welfare state rights are “universal”, not relative or local. Every-
one in the society enjoys these rights which are guaranteed by
law. This is the principle which leads such countries to grant
refugees similar rights to those of their citizens. Any physical
violation or public statement opposing these principles is re-
garded as “racial discrimination”. Therefore, after living in the
country to which they have emigrated for a certain time, refu-
gees can become naturalized and live their lives just like other
citizens.

In the welfare state working citizens pay taxes to the
government. This tax forms the a large portion of the national
income. The society is organized according to the capitalist sys-
tem. The citizens pay tax and receive rights and benefits in re-
turn. The tax is used by the state to fund services like health,
education, social security, roads, parks, libraries etc. and pay its
expenses including launching wars- whether the citizens want to
enter such wars or not.

When working citizens pay tax they are owed political
rights by the sate, or at least thisis the way the democratic-
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Introduction

Building Communist Organizations
Abroad

By Saman Karim

This thesis was presented
in a forum for the cadre of overseas
organizations of the Waorker-
communist Party of Irag held on 2-
3 October 2010. The attendees par-
ticipated actively in the discussion
and expressed their ideas and views
about thisissue.

It was presented under the
titte “The Global Economic Crisis
and the Workers Movement in
Europe’. When comrades ques-
tioned me about the title | re-
sponded that | chose it to attract the attention to the lively and
strong workers' movement worldwide and in Europe in particu-
lar, as we see demonstration and strikes of millions in Greece,
France and many other European countries against the austerity
policies adopted by European governments.

However, the thesis is not solely about massive labour
protests and gtrikes or the economic crisis. Building communist
organizations abroad is our task as communists within the Marx-
ist tradition: communists with an active and interventionist ap-
proach in the issues of the class struggle. Thisis our task wher-
ever we exist.

| explained in the cadre forum that this thesis does not dis-
cuss the following issues:

developments indde Iraq and abroad

frontline and rearguard i.e whether the struggle inside Iraq

is more important than the struggle abroad or vice

versa.

the internationalist tasks of the party

whether the Party is strong or weak inside Irag

My aim is not to find a task and then connect it to other

tasks.

On the invitation of Mustafa Bahir, secretary of the Finish
organization of the Worker-communist Party of Kurdigan, |
presented this thesis again in Finland for a group of comrades.
There too some serious and worthy comments and views were
presented. After the two forums | revised this thesis in order to
clarify the core issues and make them easier to undergtand.

Pr ospect
abroad.
Our fundamental task and our identity as Worker-

communists, isto follow Marx’s and Mansoor Hekmat’ s lines:
Top3 >

of building communist organizations
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Attacks on European
welfare ...

capitalig society is
supposed to operate. Out of
these taxes, services are pro-
vided to working and unem-
ployed people. Some have the
illuson that this equals social-
ism, because no individud is
left in abject poverty as a re-
sult of extreme economic con-
ditions. Thisisespecially soin
the Scandinavian countries,
where welfare benefits are
superior to those available in
the rest of Europe, in Amer-
ica, Audralia and East Asa
Some go even further, trying
to “correct” Marx by claiming
that turning human [abour
power into commodities is
something from the past as
there are millions of citizens
who live a decent life do so
without being obliged to sell
their labour power. However,
the redlity is that the vast ma-
jority do have to sdl their
labour power to support them-
selves and it is out of ther
taxes that benefits are paid to
the unempl oyed.

This is the way the
capitalis society is organized
within the framework of the
welfare state: a system where
al citizens live in an eco-
nomic, social and legal con-
text which emerged and devel -
oped along with the growth
and expanson of capitalism.
But it mugt not be imagined
that the social benefits avail-
able in these countries were
granted by capitaists out of
the goodness of their hearts:
they were won in struggle by
the working class' s movement
in country after country over
many decades.

Today this system is
under fierce attack right across
Europe. Within the welfare
gtate (and the UK is a classic
example) many politicians are
connected to the class which
owns industry via numerous
ties e.g. the connections of the
Tory government with “The
City” (banking and finance) in
London.

Forward

The City is the centre
of capita: it iswhere the large
corporations, banks etc. pro-
vide solutions to the govern-
ment during crises. The City
has the power to summon the
Queen for meetings with it
after one week’snotice. It also
has the power to call the gov-
ernment for a meeting after
two week’ s notice. The City is
the UK’s financial and eco-
nomic powerhouse. Represen-
tatives of this centre of capital
are members of the UK gov-
ernment.

When the Global
Financial Crisis started to bite
in 2008 and there was a possi-
bility of bank collapses, the
UK Labor government gave
billions of Pounds to The City
(money it had collected in
taxes over many years from
working people) to prevent
this centre from collapsing.

To claw this money
back, after five months in
power the new Tory/Lib Dem
government reduced funds
dedicated to children and sen-
ior citizens, raised the cost of
tertiary education threefold,
changed accommodation laws,
changed laws which regulated
university funding for natural
science and human science,
raised the pension age from 60
to 62 years and announced
plans to raise it still further:
to 68.

This class poalicy,
announced on 20" October
2010, will cause half a million
workers to lose their jobs.
This is in addition to the two
and half million who are a-
ready unemployed. Soon three
million plus workers will be
competing for jobs: jobs
which will not increase in
number due to capitalist
economies replacing more
workers with machines.

The response to the
Tory/Lib Dem government’s
announcement was immediate
and widespread protest: stu-
dent demonstrations (which
included high school students,
university students and lectur-
ers), students barricading uni-
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versity campuses, workers
strikes, public forums, aca-
demic forums and other mas-
Sive demonstrations.

Co-ordinating these
protests is a new organisation:
a labour-student grouping
called the Resistance Coali-
tion. It held its first congress
on 27" November 2010. The
congress decided on a series
of mass protests ranging from
strikes to civil disobedience.

The Resistance Coa-
lition aims to force the Tory/
Lib Dem government to stop
cutting spending on public
services, stop privatization of
welfare services and stop lay-
ing off more workers. It de-
mands extra money be spent
finding jobs for unemployed
people. It aims to strengthen
organizations which defend
the rights of unemployed peo-
ple and stand up to racist at-
tacks against non Anglo citi-
zens and asylum seekers.

The Resistance coali-
tion has announced these ma-
jor objectives:
aWeek of Protest in Febru-

ary

a mass demonstration on
26" March (which it
hopes will be larger
even than the 2003
demonstrations against
the war on Irag),

coordination with ress-
tance movements in
other countries to move
in a united way against
the policies of Euro-
pean governments

a conference (to be con-
vened as soon as possi-
ble) under the slogan “
no cuts, no education
fees’

A critical Evauation
of this movement

The student move-
ment provided hot bloods to
the workers' protests in Brit-
ain. This followed the French

Long live Working class!
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example in using violence for
the first time in demonstra-
tions. It changed the language
of the organizers, encouraged
them to adopt civil disobedi-
ence and raised a militant
spirit.

However, the ques
tion is what are the goals of
building a movement of civil
disobedience and raisng a
militant spirit?

Crises are an inherent
part of the capitalig system.
Depending on how vigoroudly
the working class embarks on
a defence of itself and its in-
terests, it can temporarily pro-
tect its gains re jobs, educa-
tion, hedth services, public
services and son on. But the
only guaranteed way to end
attacks on the lives of the
masses of people is to put an
end to the capitalist system
itself.

Mobilizing and orga-
nizing the masses is doable.
The masses have come out in
large demondtrations in Brit-
ain and across Europe and
conferences have been held
which endorsed fight back
agendas. However, what is
absent in this movement is a
socialist and communist pro-
spective in organizing and
leading this movement.

The movement lacks
a communist leadership, a
communist presence and com-
munist dogans even though
communist activists are pre-
sent within this movement and
are an inseparable part of it. In
these recent devel opments

Marxism has not
been put forward as strongly
as it was In the beginning of
the crisisin 2007 and 2008.

This movement
needs to learn the lessons of
the antiwar protests: despite
bringing millions of people
onto the dreets the war
againgt Irag took place. With

out a Marxig per-
spective and a Marxig leader-
ship , the anti-cuts movement
will suffer a smilar fate,
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Attacks on European
welfare ...

The masses have not
yet redlized their power and
their capabilities. Guiding
them to the peak of ther
srength needs a wel re
spected and influential leader-
ship and a program which
exceeds the list presented to
the Resistance Coalition last
November.

The red banners must
fly high!

Workers are capable
of twisting the arm of capital-
ism through drikes. The an-
nouncement of the fire fight-
ers drike in November horri-
fied the government. The
working class in Britain
should embark on actions
which make it more rewarding
for the capitalist class to re-
spond to the demands of
workers than to attack them,
through strikes which costs
the system more than if it

meets these demands.
This is the task for
the socialist forces and

Worker-communism in Brit-
ain and Europe. It is an enor-
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mous task: to bring the work-
ing class and the masses out of
this absolute chaos. The task

of the Iragi Worker-
communists who live in
Europeisto:

Be actively involved in
helping to organize this
movement and in clarify-
ing its views and per-
spectives

Introduce Marxism to the
vanguard part of this
protesting movement

Emphasise class struggle
and the fact that thisis a
struggle between work-
ers and capital. It must
be clear that the final
goa is the overthrow of
the whole capitalist sys-
tem.

Substantiate a commu-
nist internationalism di-
rected by the necessities
and goals of class strug-

gle

Leather workersstrike win

On October 25 workers in the leather Industries
Company in Baghdad announced an open strike over danger
allowances. These allowances, which workers considered
part of their earnings, had been cut by the administrators.

Prior tothe strike the workers attempted to resolve
matter s by sending a delegation to meet the deputy minister
of Industrial Ministry Mr Maki Ajeb Hamodi. He promised
to investigate the issue and inform them of the result. In fact
Mr Hamodi did send a letter to the managers of the leather
company in thisregard but they refused to back down. Af-
ter further attempts at negotiation with the administrators
which led nowherethe workers decided to strike.

The srike involved all branches of the company.
The striking workersdid not just stay at home. They demon-
strated in front of the company’s building chanting sogans
which condemned the administration for taking away their
rights. After only a few hours of this the managers caved in,
promising to restore the danger allowances providing they

wer e called something else.

The striking workers accepted this proposal and
voted to resume work the next day.
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Building Communist Organizations Abroad

to see sociaism as
ending waged labour and
building a society free of
classes through workers' revo-
[ution and workers' rule... as
followers of communism
which has severed all links
with al sorts of nationalist,
democratic and other bour-
geois tendencies. Our iden-
tity, the identity of this spe-
cific trend of communism i.e.
Marx’s communism, is the
workers class struggle and
the effective ways of direct-
ing, organizing and leading
this struggle toward its urgent
and future goals. Yhis
communism is an integral part
of the working class: a redl
and objective movement
within the class.

Our communism is a
vanguard current within the
labour movement, regardless
of whether this current is
strong or weak. We see this
current today in the labour
movement in Europe fighting
againgt the auderity policies
of the bourgeoisie. For exam-
ple, among the workers at the
Caterpillar Congruction Com-
pany in France who locked the
company manager in his of-
fice for 24 hours to force him
to repeal his decision to dis-
miss workers (their demand
was met). We saw it aso in
the strikes in the ail port in
Fos-lavera in the south of
France where workers pre-
vented six refineries from
recelving crude oil for 18
days. And amongst the work-
ers who picketed before a re-
finery which was only broken
by police force. We are that
section of workers and that is
our Marxist tradition....

So, the core of our
work (and of our identity at
the same time) is to organize
this movement and clarify its
views and prospects before
anything else. In the current
stage, this identity means in-
troducing Marx in all aspects

into the ranks of this vanguard
part and the communist sec-
tion within the workers
movement. Introducing Marx
means introducing the
“Communist Manifesto”,
“The German Ideology”,
“Critique if the Gotha pro-
gram”, “Capital” and the tra-
ditionsin which Marx’s politi-
cal and organizationa struggle
took place and anything else
relating to the class struggle
by workers.

It aso means ex-
plaining to workers that our
communism is not Soviet
Communism, Stalinism,
Maoism, Euro-communism or
Albanian communism. It is
the communism of Marx,
Lenin, Mansoor Hekmat and
workers leaders who sacri-
ficed themselves for the cause
of socialism and the class
struggle.

As a consequence of
this identity (or work) there
are two fundamenta princi-
plesfor us:

workers' internationalism or
communigt internationalism.
This shapes how we look at
the world and how we frame
our analyses for the working
class, society and human
beings in general. This
means a complete break
with all bourgeois tenden-
cies including nationalist,
democratic (with all its ad-
juncts) and reformism. | do
not mention political ten-
dencies which represent the
Ilamic bourgeoisie because
it is well known that com-
munism has totally severed
all links to this movement in
whatever its form. In other
words, we are living repre-
sentatives of the principle
that “workers have no
homeland”.
abroad, we are an organized
Marxist-communist _entity,
part of the organizational
structure of our Worker-
Top4 —>
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communist parties (whether
that be the Worker-communist
Party of Irag, Worker-
communist Party of Iran-
Hekmatist or Worker-
communist Party of Kurdi-
stan). We, as part of this po-
litical formation, must strive
to strengthen these parties and
be a vital part in transforming
them into capable, revolution-
ary Marxist parties.
The link which connects these
two principles is the commu-
nist identity and the commu-
nist essence which is our
barometer and our view of
the world.
Strengthening the party and
the international Worker-
communism as a vanguard
movement within the work-
ing class are two inseparable
issues which complement
each other and there is an
obvious practical class and
political link between them.
As Marx sid in
the Manifesto: “The Commu-
nists are diginguished from
the other working-class parties
by this only:

(1) In the national
struggles of the proletarians of
the different countries, they
point out and bring to the front
the common interests of the
entire proletariat, independ-
ently of nationality.

(2) In the various
stages of development which
the struggles of the working
class againg the bourgeoisie
has to pass through, they al-
ways and everywhere repre-
sent the interests of the move-
ment asa whol€e’.

This means that com-
munism necessarily forms the
movement which represents
the most advanced segments
of the working class, which
understands the conditions
and requirements of the final
goa and the final victory of
the class struggle and endeav-
ours to mobilize the various
dtratain the working class

The practica, politi-
cal meaning of the essence of
communism (in the way ex-
plained by Marx in the Mani-
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festo) and the way it differs
from all types of nationalist
currents and other bourgeois
movements... is that the class
struggle and the fight of the
worker against capita is our
main cause wherever we ex-
ist... whether it’s taking place
in our countries of origin or
in the countries we now live
in. The essence of commu-
nism is overthrowing the ex-
isting system through and
abolishing waged labour and
building a communist society
through the workers revolu-
tion and Workers' rule.

This requires that
Worker-communists have an
internationalist understanding
(in both the practica and po-
litical sense as well as the
theoretical sense) rather than
just raising class dogans and
dogans of solidarity. It means
looking at the working class
as an internationa class which
has common class interests:
pure, practical, political inter-
ests.

The Worker-
communist Party of Irag, as
the vanguard of this class in
Irag, is a vanguard part of the
struggle of the class and its
social structure internation-
ally. Our party struggles to
lead the workers revolution
within the boundaries of a
certain country. Question is:
how do we see the poalitical
power in Irag in relation to a
globalized capitalist world not
just on the economic front and
its free market model but also
on the poalitical and theoretical
fronts?

How do we, in the
Overseas Organization (as
part of the Party and at the
same time part of an interna-
tional class front), interact
with these conditions? We
need to do our part in
strengthening Worker-
communism on an interna-
tional scale as well as assist
our party in Irag in the strug-
gleto seize power. We need to
ask ourselves which practical
political activities by the party
abroad will put it on the right
track.

Building communist or gani-

Issue 2

zations

Firg: The overseas
organizations, by definition,
exist outside Irag. Worker-
communism’'s human force
abroad is as involved in the
societies where they live as
other citizens. In Sweden, in
the UK, in Canada, Norway,
France and Switzerland our
comrades are just as badly
affected by government cuts
in social services and attacks
on democratic rights as every-
one dse. Their livelihood,
their political, social, civil and
economic rights, therearing of
their children and ther social
relations are linked to these
societies. In other words, the
vast majority of our members
overseas have become an in-
separable part of the working
class in their countries: many
are members of trade unions,
others are active in various
social justice causes. The
struggles of workers in ther
countries to better their living
standards and win more politi-
cal, socia and economic
rights (or just the struggle to
defend exiging living san-
dards which is what’ s happen-
ing in al European countries
right now) involves our mem-
bers. They are an inseparable
part of these struggles: they
too are in the middle of these
Situations. The struggle for a
better life for them is inevita-
bly linked to struggles by all
workers for these things.

Second: The com-
munist partisan committees.
These committees (as is the
case with all our organiza-
tional organs) is formed on a
purely socia basis, not on the
basis of “communities’ or
“multiculturalism”. These
things are driven by cultural,
nationalist, and religious ee-
ments which do not have an
economic basis, ether in Iraq
or abroad.

Overseas the driving
force in society is the class
struggle: the struggle of work-
ers against capital, especially
when we talk about Europe,
North America, Australia, and
Japan which are the most ad-
vanced capitalist countries. As
communism is a vanguard
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current within the working
class movement, the commu-
nist and partisan committees
must base their pillars in the
class struggle. Our comrades
are involved in this struggle as
waged workers, like other
waged workers. Probably the
only differences are the colour
of their skin and their mother
tongue.

But communism as
an ideology, as an idea and a
political approach is not hin-
dered by these issues. It works
to overcome them and replace
them with the human identity
of theworker. Thisisafeature
which differentiate Marx’s
communism, our communism,
from all bourgeois movements
without exception. Therefore
the party committees are com-
munist committee in the
Marxist tradition. They are
committees which interact and
are affected by the socia cir-
cumstances in these countries,
not only because they are
communist but also because
they organize workers and
individuals whose lives and
rights are linked to the cir-
cumstances of these societies.
A communist organization
cannot be build without a so-
cial basis

Our “workers’, the
members of the party or mem-
bers of what ae called
“communities’ work in both
the industrial and the service
sectors in these societies. So
what are the social and class
basis of their organizational
relations?

Their presence and
prominence in the class strug-
gle and in the workers' move-
ment and their involvement as
communist citizens and work-
ersin their countries and their
political and social presencein
the public sphere such as, for
example, seeking support
from trade union* leaders,
writing articles for or makings
appearance in the media has a
big impact on their promi-
nence within what is called
the “Arab and Kurd communi-
ties’. But it must be noted
that these “communities’ are
in fact divided into two
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classes; the bourgeoi-
sie and working class. And, as
the vast majority are workers
they are affected, like other
workers and unemployed peo-
ple, by the policies of govern-
ments in their countries.

Seclusion and isola-
tion within what are called
“communities’ in the name of
“multiculturalism” is what
puts a nationalist or religious
blindfold over the eyes of
some members of these
“communities’. It's why many
do not see themselves as ordi-
nary citizens of the countries
they're living in. One of our
main tasks is to remove such
blindfolds. Therefore, in my
opinion, communist involve-
ment in the social conditions
in the countries concerned has
a direct impact on the
“communities’ and in attract-
ing them to communism and
the party.

In this sense, our
organizations need to build
their influence to successfully
exploit any political changes
in favor of the party in Irag,
Kurdistan and Iran and will
have the power to mobilize
worker solidarity, and com-
munist and | eftist personalities
in support of the workers
movement in Irag. They will
participate in safeguarding the
party and defending it when-
ever that is required, in addi-
tion to attracting Arabic
speaking people to our paliti-
cal course.

Third: The party’s
committees overseas  have
another partisan task which is
activity amongst Arabic
speaking people who are
called by the bourgeoisie, the
nationalist movements and
parties and the mainstream
media “the Arab or lIraqi
community” and are called by
the Idamic parties and the
Idamic media “ the Islamic
community” which is even
more insidious. Having intel-
lectual and political impact
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and undermining the intellec-
tua and palitical influence of
the nationalist and Idamic
movements on these milieu is
a very important task for the
communist committees and
their cadre. This goal, along
with winning them to commu-
nism and the Worker-
communist Party, can only be
achieved by adopting the in-
ternational political view ex-
plained above.
“Multiculturalism”

“Multiculturalism”,
as a palitical and intellectual
concept, is common to all
bourgeois political movements
(nationaligt, Idlamic and re-
formig) other than the ex-
treme right. The policy of
“multiculturalism” (which has
become a dangerous policy in
relation to the human identity
of the worker for over two
decades) is the umbrella under
which almost all bourgeois
tendencies come together.
Under this compassionate-
sounding name, is an attempt
to convince workers that that
are not human beings so much
as Arabs, Kurds, Swedes,
British, Americans, Austra-
lians, Iranians, Muslims,
Chrigtians, Jews, Buddhists ,
Shia or Sunni!

It is a policy which
represents the interests of the
bourgeois class in dividing
workers under false identities
based on poalitical, cultural and
intellectual differences. These
essentially cultural  (rather
than class) concepts i.e. tradi-
tions, heritage, literature, art
and morals etc. have found
their way into the constitu-
tions of the advanced capital-
ist countries.

Culture, law, the con-
dtitution, politics and morals
are all parts of the supergtruc-
ture of the capitalist system.
Together, they form one of the
main political wedges de
signed to divide human work-
ers on the basis of national-
ism, rdigion, color of skin,
East or West in order to pro-
tect bourgeois private property
and divide us. Multicultural-
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ism as a policy and law is the
extreme of what the democ-
ratic bourgeoisie in its most
refined forms in the capitalist
west has reached and isalong
way from our essential unity
as human beings. | am not
talking here about the fascist
and racist movements.

Under the umbrella
of “multiculturalism” the
bourgeois tries to protect capi-
tal and private property, not
only in the west but aso in the
original countries of these
“communities’ as well. In
other words, strengthening the
cultural structure in this wide
sense means both strengthen-
ing the dominant class in the
original countries and
strengthening  the religious
and nationalist policies and
ideas in western countries.
This assists the most reaction-
ary traditions and norms
within these *“communities’
and aids in financing organi-
zations which divide the ranks
of the working class, distanc-
ing it from its international
feature as the labour force.

Because migration is
vital for capital,
“multiculturalism” is neces-
sary to keep workers from
organizing effectivey. This
policy is used as a tool to
break strikes, lower wages and
lower the minimum wage in
these countries which boasted
(until a few years ago) about
their “welfare states”. Human
rights for all have been set
aside in the interests of the
“rights’ of nationalities, sects
and reigions. This represents
aregression in the intellectual
and cultural system of the
bourgeoisie in comparison to
the beginning and the middle
of the 20th century. This reac-
tionary regresson is called
“post modernism”.

But it has not
worked. As German Chancel-
lor Angela Merkel announced
on 16" October 2010 in a
meeting of the youth arm of
the Christian Democratic Un-
ion, Germany's attempt to
build a “multicultural” society
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has “utterly failed” (which is
not to deny the racist content
concealed insde this state-
ment). Many other left wing
and right wing bourgeois par-
ties have trotted out the old
dogan “When in Rome, do as
the Romans do”. Regardless
of the politics of the parties
which raise this dogan, they
all agree that the policy of
“multiculturalism” has failed.

According to ther
view, the integration of refu-
gees and migrants in these
countries (according to the
policy of “multiculturalism™)
has not worked. The refugees
and migrants (according to
their description) lean toward
their nationalities, sects and
traditions more than leaning
toward the traditions of the
society they have settled in.
From both intellectua and
political aspects this repre-
sents a big failure of the ideas,
views, approach and policies
of the reactionary post-
modernists who believes in “
texts”, “interpretations’,
“sophistry” and “lack of truth”
in comparison to objective
reality and the class struggle.
For the post-modernist the
class struggle is an outdated
concept, not areality.

This failure provides
an additional opportunity for
Marxists and al who seek
communism and a society free
of classes to struggle in order
to put the worker as a human
being in hisright position: asa
worker “who has no home-
land” and a human being
without religion or nationality,
non Eastern and non Western.
This requires a class struggle
on many levels.

Communities

In this framework,
the prevailing view in various
communities (and here we are
talking about the Arab com-
munity in genera and the
Iragi community in particular)
is to support
“multiculturalism” because it
gives some of the leading fig-
uresin these communities
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the opportunity to

organize their constituents
according to the traditions
which they bring with them to
the “host” country. In this
sense, the community believes
it will protect its identity in
“exile’. This framework of
thinking generally is in the
first place a nationalist frame-
work, view, policy, tradition
and approach. It isimposed on
the “newcomer” or “migrant
worker” and the “hosting”
worker adaptsto it.
Here is what Marx had to say
on religion... ( from Contribu-
tion to a Critique of Hegel’s
Philosophy of Right): “The
foundation of irreligious criti-
cism is Man makes religion,
religion does not make man.
Religion is, indeed, the salf-
consciousness and self-esteem
of man who has either not yet
won through to himself, or has
already lost himself again. But
man is no abstract being
squatting outside the world.
Man is the world of man —
dtate, society. This state and
this society produce religion,
which is an inverted con-
sciousness of the world, be-
cause they are an inverted
world. Religion is the genera
theory of this world, its ency-
clopaedic compendium, its
logic in popular form, its spiri-
tua point d honneur, its en-
thusiasm, its moral sanction,
its solemn complement, and
its universal basis of consola-
tion and judtification. It is the
fantagic realization of the
human essence since the hu-
man essence has not acquired
any true redlity. The struggle
againgt religion is, therefore,
indirectly the struggle against
that world whose spiritual
aromaisreligion.”

We can here replace
religion with nationalism. Or
add nationalism to this won-
derful thesis. Then we can say
man makes nationalism and
he makes it every day. Man
makes his “community” every

Forward

day and makes illusions for
himself and the soul of these
illusons including “exile’,
“foreigner”, “Kurd’, “Arab”
“Iranian” and “Swede”. This
comes to be seen as the “red
world” i.e the capitalist state
with a bourgeois class and
various political movements
and different nationalist, de-
mocratic, reformist and Is
lamic parties. It is its enor-
mous cultural and mediainsti-
tutions and organizations
which drum up these illu-
sions.

However, this view
of people as members of
“communities’ contradicts the
social basics. contradicts the
life of the worker as a human
being trying to earn hisher
livelihood and struggling for
ways to improve his/her situa-
tion. It's like air turbulence,
having no relation to condi-
tions on the ground and to
objective realities under
which the worker human be-
ing suffers. Such cultural tur-
bulences aim to divide the
ranks of workers on the basis
of false identities. The notion
of “communities’ is a tool to
lower the politicadl and eco-
nomic aspirations of the
worker human being. Its pur-
poseisto try and convince the
new citizens that he cannot
make common purpose with
hisher felow workers be-
cause the nation is divided
into “hosts” and “migrants’.

The policy of
“communities’ is designed to
ensure that workers from Irag,
Sudan, Egypt, Algeria, Mo-
rocco, Sri Lanka, Somalia etc.
who have migrated to the
western countries maintain
their national and religious
traditions and reproduce them
according to the interests of
the global economy. The first
impact this policy has on the
workers is creating a feeling
that they live in “ exile’, live
in another “human” society
and there is no connection
between them and their new
society because they are Ar-
abs, Kurds, Afghanis, Irani-
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ans, Iragis, Saudis, Egyptians,
Algerian, Somalians, Sri
Lankan Tamils etc.

The traditions they
talk about are traditions clas-
sified on a global scale. So
they are class traditionsand in
favor of the bourgecisie on a
global scale. The European,
Iragi, Egyptian, Saudi and
Algerian etc. bourgeoisie
benefit from the reproduction
of these false identities. The
bourgecisie in the western
countries “The Centre":
whether that “Centre” be Ger-
many, France, Sweden, Brit-
ain, the USA, Canada, Austra-
lia etc also benefit from repro-
duction of these identities. In
the economic domain, this
produces cheap labour in the
poor countries that are under
the dominance of the ad-
vanced countries through
brute oppression and the sup-
port of the “multiculturalism”
and cultural rdativism. In the
“The Centre” it also maintains
and reproduces cheap labour
by creating competition be-
tween the worker who was
born in that country and the
migrant worker. “The com-
munities’ are not expected to
enjoy the same lifestyle and
standard of living as “born-
here’ workers. When major
corporations migrate to
China, Malaysia, Bangladesh
and the countries of Eastern
Europe chasing higher profits
from low paid workers they
are benefiting from this global
division of labour.

The idea of “culture
in its wider meaning” is a
reflection of a global division
into the major capitalist coun-
tries and the dominated coun-
tries. The dominated countries
have to provide “cheap la-
bour” and *suppressed work-
es’, which means workers
who are poorly paid in com-
parison to workers in Western
countries. Workers in the
dominated countries are de-
prived of economic and politi-
cal rights like the right to or-
ganize, to strike and other
political and social rights. To
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protect this economic advan-
tage the capitalist class re-
quires arepressive superstruc-
ture in the dominated coun-
tries. This superstructure is
extremely reactionary, exer-
cising oppression and tyranny
in its severest forms; banning
freedom of expression and the
freedom to criticise, using
extreme violence against
women, and meting out se-
vere punishments from im-
prisonment without tria to the

death penalty.
This necessitates
extremely reactionary and

outdated ideologies, from
repulsve nationalism to po-
litical Idam and bourgeois
communism like Chinese
communism, which is, in es-
sence, nationalist or bourgeois
democracies of the new mod-
els like what we have in Irag:
an ethnic, sectarian parlia
ment.

So “community” and
“communities’ is not only
alien to our concepts and e
ments of our struggle, it is
also one of the bourgeois
class strategies to prevent the
worker from seeing himself as
a human being, from satisfy-
ing his aspirations and from
him establishing unity with
other workers as men without
ahomeland.

Our dogan or con-
cept i.e. that “workers have no
homeland” is substantiated
practicaly and objectively
when one looks at the global
market and the continuous
struggle by workers to obtain
jobs in any place and country
in the world without been
stopped by artificial borders.
The migration of workers and
corporations is happening on
alarge scalein all parts of the
world.

B ecause
“communities’ lack a real
social basis, they are false
elements like nationalism,
religion, Eastern and West-
ern... they do not spring from
any economic realities.
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Therefore the policy
of “multiculturalism”, backed
by the IMF, the World Bank
and Western governments
which funds *“communities’
through their organizations
with large sums under the
name of NGOs and other or-
ganizations of civil society
such as charities... has never
worked in these
“communities’. The Idamic
organization as an organiza-
tions in civil society, may be
able to organize scores of
youth in Europe, but for ter-
rorism only.

However Iragi, Af-
ghani, Somali, and Kurdish
“communities’ have never
and will never be organized
according to this policy. But it
has led many to stick with
reactionary traditions that fa-
vour the bourgecisie: this is
the soul of such apolicy.

These traditions are
malignant yeast upon which
all sects of the bourgeois
feeds.

Marx’s communism, our
Worker-communism, requires
us to organize the workers and
clarify the views of the class
and raise its awareness wher-
ever we exist. The class strug-
gle by workers is our identity
and task. Therefore removing
the label of “community”,
“exile”, “refugee” and
“migrant” is part of our politi-
ca and partisan work. This
requires us to bring Marxism
into all topics, events, social
and palitical conditions in
these societies.

Please note: it is not within
the scope of this thesis to
deal with the trade unions
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Toma Hami On the Recent Workers' Profests in France

A SHORT MESSAGE FROM
THE EDITOR'S DESK
red

is leading the working class worldwide in this confrontation.
The students, who are the successors of the working class, have
taken part in the struggle of their parents to defend their future.
The great demonstrations of workers and students in Greece, the
massive demonstrations and strikes in France with the wide sup-
port of the public, the srikes in Spain and Portugal and demon-
strations of workers and studentsin Britain are some trenches of
the class struggle that has now begun between the proletariat
and the bourgeoisie of Europe. The bourgeoisie, with full force
and all its means, its intellectuals, paliticians, mass media, gov-
ernments, armies and police forces is taking part in the battle
against working class. The latter should enter this battle with
everything it hasin order to win it.
Despite the relentless and selfless struggle by workers to defend
their existence, living standards and their political, social and
economical gains, however the working class cannot fight this
fierce and comprehendve battle against the bourgeoisie only
through trade unions and syndicates. The trade unions and syn-
dicates, even the most radical and militant of them, are limited
to just one side of this struggle and their ability is limited.
Strikes and demondrations are not quite enough to foil the at-
tacks of the bourgeois governments to increase the pension age,
lay off more workers, cut public services, and reduce the obliga-
tions of the state toward education, accommodation and health
services when each field is fought separately while the chance
of success in any single filed is low. Because these attacks are
only apart of awider class struggle which aimsto keep the capi-
talist system living on the expense of the lives and future of the
working class and its palitical, social and economical status.
The answer of the working class to the recession of capitalism
and its whole oppressive system is socialism. To achieve this
goal, we need to seize power and to organize a social revolution.
The Paris Commune has proved that the solution to the greed
and encroachment of the bourgeoisie on the lives and rights of
the working class and deprived people is workers revolution
and taking the state power from the bourgeoisie. The October
revolution led by Lenin has proved that revolution and the estab-
lishment of the workers' state cannot be achieved without a po-
litical party of the working class. That is why, these historical
facts are once again posed before the working class in Europe
and worldwide: in order to abolish this bourgeois system based
on oppression and inequality and establish a modern and equal
society we need revolution. And revolution can only be carried
out by a Marxist militant party that has a political and social
influence on the working mass.
The triumph of the working class in Europe and America in the
struggle to defend their lives and achievements, and to decide
their future, relies on exisence of Worker-communist parties
which have a clear view about the struggle of the working class
and can lead it to achieve its final goa. Thereis aneed to a
party which can lead the current sruggle by the workers against
the bourgeois attacks and turn it to a mass political struggle to
disable the machine of the bourgeois state. Thisis a duty put in
front of every worker-communist activist, every Marxist and
workers' leader.
December 2010

hkkurdistan@yahoo.com

www.hkkurdistan.org

Public
sector workers
oppose govt. ban on
union
member ship

Baghdad 13 No-
vember: a group of trade
union activists employed in
enterprises controlled by
the Commerce Ministry
announced the establish-
ment of a Preparatory Com-
mittee to fight for the rights
of their colleagues to be-
long to a union. The gov-
enment’'s new laws take
society back to the Saddam
days in banning all unions
in the public sector

The activists pre-
sent at the meeting were
elected from their work-
places. It was held in the
office of the Federation of
Workers' Councils and Un-
ionsin Irag (FWCUI).

The meeting was
attended by union and la-
bour activists from a wide
variety of workplaces.
These included Hamid Has-
san, Salim, Shaaban
Ahmad Salman, Theaa Na-
jim Abod, Nasir Saadon
Ali, Hussein Abass Qasim,
Salah Salim, Abdul Sadaa
and Sadig Hassan Mor-
tatha.

Also present was
Falah Alwan president of
the FWCUI and Mohamad
Jassim Hafith, the
FWCUI's legal advisor.

The meeting dis-
cussed ways to deal with
these laws, for example
how to keep holding union
elections and support work-
es rights.
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Writers outraged at closure of social clubs

The Iragi Writers Un-
ion (IWU) condemns what it
cals Khomeni-ism and Tala-
banism during a gathering to
protest the Baghdad Council’s
decision to close socia clubs
and nightclubs (including the
IWU’s own social club).

Since May 2009 the
Council has closed 90
liquor outlets.

The gathering
was organized by the Al-
mada institution for me-
dia and art at Almutanabi
Street in the middle of
Baghdad. The closures
were carried out by Iraqi
police. In the case of the

IWU social club, the
manager was forced to
sign a closure notice

which (incorrectly) listed
it as a nightclub.

The head of the
IWU, Fathil Samir ad-
dressed the demonstrat-
ing writers and intellectu-
als saying “we do not
want a Khomeni-style,
Talaban-style state in
Iraq. The attack on free-
doms comes within the
framework of a tyrannical
approach which prevailed
in Iraq in the past.
Higher government or-
gans should intervene
and put a stop to these
developments which take
us back to the days of

the deposed Saddam re-
gime”.

Media personality
Ali Hussein, who also ad-
dressed the rally, added
"I hope the government
will quickly intervene to
end these detrimental
and oppressive practices
which suppress personal

rights. Such practices
take us back to the so-
called ‘faith campaign’

launched by Saddam'’s
regime”. Ali Hussein was
referring to the ban on
cafes, hotels and restau-
rants serving alcohol in-
troduced in 1994 during

the economic interna-
tional embargo against
Irag. The “faith cam-

paign® was launched by
Saddam in an attempt to

win the support of
Islamist leaders for his
policies.

Demonstrators at

the rally chanted slogans
which included “Baghdad
will not be another Qan-
dahar” and “Freedoms
first.”
In a parallel development
local authorities in the
provinces of Najaf, Wasid
and Basra (where Prime
Minister Al Maliki’'s politi-
cal bloc rules) have also
banned the sale of alco-
hol
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cal rights under atyrannical state, which does everything possi-
ble to impose material and moral retreat on the society including

using violence and terrorism.

This reactionary attack on statues, theatre, alcohol use, music
and nightclubs is an attack on everything that reflects civiliza

tion,

modernity and human progress. It is an attack on society, its
memories and its history. It is an attack on the happiness and
prosperity of millions of Iragis. These practices are aimed at
bringing the masses to their knees and humiliating them so they
become totally subordinated to the daily policies and agendas of

theruling militias.
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The Oppressive Regimes and Their Back-
ersare Responsible for the Christmas|s-
land Refugee Boat Crash Tragedy

A boat carrying about 100
asylum seekers from Irag
and Iran in its way from
Indonesia to Australia in
pursuit of a better and
safer life smashed against
the Christmas Island
coastline yesterday morn-
ing. Dozens of people on-
board, including children
and women have died.
The bodies of 30 asylum
seekers were recovered.
42 people have survived
the accident. Many survi-
vors are treated for minor
injuries and two seriously
injured women are flown
to Royal Perth Hospital
for treatment. Survivors
are in poor mental status
and are waiting to be
transferred to mainland.

This is not the first trag-
edy of thiskind in last few
years. Just in last few
months there were few
incidents of suicide in
Australian detention cen-
tres. The last incident was
the suicide of an Iragi asy-
lum seeker, Ahmed Al
Akabi in Villawood deten-
tion centre.

The main reason behind
these tragedies is the pres-
ence of oppressive reli-
gious and ethnocentric
regimes in countries like
Irag, Iran and Afghanistan
which oppress their citi-
zens in al aspects. To es-
cape oppression and inse-
curity under these sectar-
ian and ethnocentric bour-

geois regimes, people are
forced to take risk with
their lives and the lives of
their children in pursuit of
a better life.

However, the United Na
tions and advanced coun-
tries including Australia
have a role in such trage-
dies by involving in the
wars on Irag and Afghani-
stan, supporting and deal-
ing with these oppressive
regimes and denying their
responsibilities  toward
asylum seekers. There-
fore they should be con-
demned.

We in the Australian
Committee of the Worker-
communist Party of Irag
express our sorrow for the
tragedy, and extend our
condolence to the families
and friends of the victims.
We wish the injured asy-
lum seekers speedy recov-
ery. We hold the oppres-
sive regimes in Irag and
Iran the responsibility of
this tragedy. We condemn
the UNHCR for its lack of
action toward the plight of
asylums seekers world-
wide and the anti-refugees
policies of the Australian
government.

Australian Committee of
the Worker-communist
Party of Iraq

16" December 2010.
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Peaceful demonstrator s shot
by policein Suleimanya
Kurdistan govt’sfirst show of force after ban-
ning all demonstrationsthat do not have police
approval

By Mozafer Abdulla

Last week residents
in the suburb of Chiain the
city of Suleimanya organ-
ized a demonstration
against the opening of a
factory in a residential part
of their neighbourhood.
Because this demonstration
was organized without the
approval of the police they
attacked it, shooting some
demonstrators and beating
others. One man and one
woman were seriously in-
jured and scores of people
were arrested.

Prior to this (12
December) several thou-
sand people demonstrated
in Suleimanya in front of
the city council. The dem-
onstration was organized
by a group caling itsdf
December 12, which is the
day Masoud Barzani
(President of Kurdistan
province) signed the law.
Representatives from many
political groups, including
Nawzad Babban a member
of the politburo of the
Worker-communist  Party
of Kurdistan, addressed the
demonstrators and ex-
pressed their opposition to
the law.

Demonstrations
were also held in the towns
of Kalar, Ranyia and Dar-
bandykhan demanding the
law be abolished.

Some months ago a
draft of the law was passed
by the Kurdistan parliament
which is dominated by two
parties: the Kurdistan De-
mocratic party (KDP) and

the Patri-
otic Union
of Kurdi-
st an
(PUK).
The law ’
was signed
without delay by Masoud
Barzani and the regional
government immediately
began enforcing it. This
law, like most of the laws
passed by the Kurdistan
parliament, is reactionary
and against the interests of
the masses in this region.
Banning the freedom to
protest is an attack on basic
political rights.

According to this
law, no group or segment
of society is allowed to or-
ganize and express any
form of protest without ob-
taining a permit from the
police and the security
forces. This means any pro-
test which is not endorsed
(or at least approved) by
the authorities should not
proceed.

If the authorities
have advance natice of pro-
tests it gives them the
chance to either foil or at-
tack them. Any group or
social segment in Kurdistan
that protests without the
approval of the police and
the security forces will face
oppression and the courts.

Many political
groups, human rights or-
ganizations and freedom
loving people in Kurdistan
have been protesting
against this law from the

20% January 2011

9

Wor ker-communist Party of Iraq in fight
against officials’ attacks on secularism and
civil rights

The Baghdad Committee of

the Worker-

communist Party of Irag launched several actions in de-
fence of secularism and civil rights in recent days.

Firstly- against the decision of the Baghdad Coun-
cil to shut down all social clubs, nightclubs and liquor
shops in the city. Secondly- against the Education Minis-
try’s decision to ban the teaching of music and drama in
Baghdad's Fine Arts College and to remove various stat-

ues from the college grounds.

The party’s statement opposing these measures
was handed out in Baghdad on 10" December and re-
ceived many favourable comments from members of the
public. The following day WPIrag members participated
in a demonstration in Alfardoos square where placards and
banners of the party were raised and the above statement
again distributed. Journalists from several media outlets
interviewed WPIraq activists after the demonstration.

time it was approved by the
parliament. The protests
include collecting signa-
tures, issuing statements,
media campaigns and dem-
onstrations in many cities
and towns.

The KDP and the
PUK, as two militia- tribal-
nationalist parties are con-
tinuously striving to impose
their oppressive rule on the
masses of the people in
Kurdistan through such
reactionary laws and reso-
lutions. They claim the new
laws are to encourage law
and order. However, for
ordinary people, this is
about restricting their rights
and freedoms.

The authorities in
Kurdistan realise that- due
to the widening gap be-
tween rich and poor, esti-
mated unemployment of 50
per cent, abject poverty,
widespread corruption, fa-
vouritism, and the control
of the economy by a hand-
ful of capitalists and party
officials- protests are inevi-

table. To maintain ther
grip they need to pass laws
which restrict the people’'s
freedoms.

Whenever they
face an issue not covered
by an oppressive law of
their own the authorities
apply the laws of the dis-
credited and hated Baath
(Saddam) regime. For ex-
ample, scores of journalist
have had to face the courts
for reporting on corruption.
As the judiciary in Kurdi-
stan is not independent,
most of these journalists
have been convicted and
given heavy sentences.

This is what is ac-
tually going on in Kurdi-
stan under the rule of the
KDP and the PUK. These
parties are not the fine Mid-
dle Eastern examples of
democracy and supporters
of human rights that many
western governments and
media outlets make them
out to be.

mozafar as@yahoo.com
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A few days ago the Irag Min-
istry of Education banned the
teaching of drama and music
in the ..... Fine Art College in
Baghdad. This attack was
preceded by a Taiban-style
measure... the removal of stat-
ues which had decorated the
entrance of the college for
many decades: statues which
highlight the development of
the society and its civil land-
marks. These statues represent
an important, live and immor-
tal part of the history of art
and civilisation in Irag. Iragis
have always taken pride in the
society's civility and secular-
ism.

At the same time the notorious
Council of Baghdad launched
a city-wide operation to close
social clubs and liquor shops
under extremely false pre-
tences. This too is a blatant
assault on individual freedoms
and the right to secular enter-
tainment in the society: a step
reminiscent of the hardened
religious reaction in Iran,
Saudi Arabia, Afghanistan and
parts of North Africa.

This string of assaults against
civility and modernity is an
attempt by the authorities to
eradicate the secular and hu-
manist atmosphere in the soci-
ety in the so-called “New
Iraq”. Itisan Irag which has
witnessed a destructive war, a
brutal occupation, the killing
of hundreds of thousands of
people, the displacement of
millions, the worst forms of
sectarianism,  ethnocentrism,
tribalism and other ominous
primitive sentiments al of
which have open the gates to
plunder by sectarian and tribal
militias and the expropriation
of the civil rights and free-
doms of the masses.

These measures are an out-

right attack on the society, its
history, civility and freedoms.
They are a source of rage and
condemnation by every person
concerned with the society
and its humanism. These re-
actionaries... following in the
footsteps of the Idamic re-
gimes in Iran, Tdiban in Af-
ghanigtan... are trying to bury
our secular traditions alive.
The statues at the entrance to
the Fine Arts College, those
along its walkways and those
outside social clubs are his-
torical icons of Baghdad and
evidence of its civility and
modernity. The medieva au-
thorities now ruling Iraq advo-
cate another history, a history
which has nothing to do with
this era and human progres-
sion.

These measures are political
and those implementing them
have political agendas. Liquor
shops are not being closed
because of “people’s com-
plaints’, as the authorities
allege. These claims are ri-
diculous and will not con-
vince the masses in Irag who
know very well the essence of
the ruling authority in Irag and
its agenda.

Those speaking for the “ New
Iraq” claim brazenly that
respecting individual and civil
rights is the hallmark of their
rule and one of its fundamen-
tal pillars. However the reality
isthat out of 30 million people
who live under the capitalist
regime in today’s Irag, only a
tiny minority enjoy individual
and civil rights. These are
either big capitalists or people
livingin the"“ green zone".
The situation for the vast ma-
jority is total absence of politi
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The Economic Recession of Capitalism
and the Response of Wor ker-communism!

Worker-communist Party of Kurdistan (Iraq)

The capitalist world has been in a very deep recession for three
years. Although the states and the bourgeois political, ideologi-
cal and economical centres tried at first to limit their crisisin a
corner of the world and claimed it is a financial and banking
crisis just in a limited number of countries. However the fact
emerged that under the dominance of the financial capital this
capitalist crisis was engulfing the whole world and was spread-
ing to all the bases and foundations of the capital. At last the
bourgeoisie was obliged to consider the current crisis deeper
than the Great Recession of the late twenties of the last century
and the recession before the Second World War.
The current crisis of the bourgeoisie is not the crisis of one sec-
tion of bourgeoisie or a model of capitalism. It is not the crisis
of the state capitalism modd vis-a-vis the capitaism of the free
market; but it is the crisis of the capitalism of free market itsalf,
i.e. today's capitalist syssem. The capitaist system, the class
system which benefits and accumulates capital by controlling
the product of labor of workers, has shown its failure in concern
to the economic and social life and wellbeing of humanity. The
current recession proves, to the workers and the entire humanity
that this class system is in conflict with the lives, living stan-
dards and the future of the human beings. That is why in order
to survive the recesson and prolong its life the workers, de-
prived people and the entire humanity have to suffer and pay
sacrifices.
To overcome its crises, the bourgeoisie has always brought ca-
lamities on the society. Wars, genocides and destruction have
been inflicted on the humanity as the result of confrontation and
rivalry among various sections and wings of the bourgeoisie. In
recent history there were two World Wars, as well as many re-
giona and internal bloody conflicts created by the bourgeoisie
states and forces. In addition, the attack of the bourgeois states
on the political and economic gains of the working class, cutting
the services, imposing harsher working conditions, reducing
wages, increasing unemployment and making working class pay
the price of saving capital, capitaists and bank owners is the
solution of the bourgeoisie and its gates to its recessions. The
right wing parties coming to power in most European countries,
the attacks by Sarkozy’ s government in France; the conservative
government in the Britain; the so-called socialist government in
Greece againgt workers, students and poor people; the failure of
Obama’s call for change after two years of serving in White
House for the American bourgeoisie, show the ferocity of the
attacks by the bourgeoisie in order to overcome its crisis on the
expenses of the workers and deprived people.
Alongside these attacks by the bourgeoisie on the working class,
the workers' fight back has begun. The working classin Europe
Top7 >
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